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FOLLOWING IS REPEAT DAMASCUS 2578, SENT SECSTATE APRIL 27: 

QUOTE SECRET DAMASCUS 2578 

NODIS 

FOR SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, US, SY 
SUBJECT: LEBANON 

REE: STATE 100420 

1. CONVEYED POINTS REETEL TO PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR DAOUDI 
MORNING APRIL 28. HE TOOK CAREFUL NOTES. 

2. DAOUDI ASKED WHETHER QUESTION OF SETTING UP LOCAL 
ADMINISTRATIONS HAD ARISEN DURING BROWN- JUMBLATT TALK, 
AND EOLLOWING NEGATIVE RESPONSE, LAUNCHED INTO VIGOROUS 
CRITICISM OF JUMBLATT'S ANNOUNCED DECISION TO ESTABLISH 
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES IN SOME AREAS OF LEBANON. 
SYRIAN POSITION, DAOUDI SAID, WAS CLEAR. IT OPPOSED ANY 
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TOWARD PARTION AND CONTAINED RISK OF BECOMING PERMANENT 
FACTS. SYRIA, ON THE OTHER HAND, DAOUDI ASSERTED, WISHED 
TO SEE COUNTRY REUNITED AND NORMAL NATIONWIDE GOVERNMENTAL 
SERVICES RESTORED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. SECOND POINT DAOUDI MADE WAS THAT SYRIA WAS 
SUPPORTING NO PARTICULAR CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY 
OF LEBANON. PRESIDENT ASAD HAD MADE THIS POINT CLEAR 
TO VISITING LEBANESE SPEAKER KAMAL ASSAD APRIL 26. 

LEBANESE THEMSELVES HAD RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHOOSING 
THEIR NEXT PRESIDENT. DAOUDI EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT 
SITUATION IN LEBANON WAS IMPROVING AND OPTIMISM THAT 
POLITICAL PROCESS SEEMED TO BE SLOWLY MOVING FORWARD. 

4. DAOUDI ASKED WHETHER WE THOUGHT FRANGIE WAS USING 
REFUSAL TO RESIGN AS A POLITICAL LEVER TO SECURE ELECTION 
OF HIS CANDIDATE AS PRESIDENT. REPLIED THAT THIS WAS 

NOT APPARENT FROM FRANGIE'S CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR 
BORWN. FRANGIE HAD SPOKEN ONLY OF WITHHOLDING RESIGNATION 
IF SECURITY CONDITIONS WERE STILL INADEQUATE FOLLOWING 
ELECTION OF NEW PRESIDENT. OF COURSE AS RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
HAVE SHOWN, WE COULD NOT RULE OUT FRANGIE PLAYING ANY CARDS 
HE HAD IN PRESIDENTIAL SWEEPSTAKES. 

5. AT END OF CONVERSATION, DAOUDI VOLUNTEERED THAT PRESIDENT 
WAS STILL VERY BUSY BUT WOULD CERTAINLY BE A VAIL ARIF. TO 
DISCUSS OVERALL MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS WHEN STRESS IN 
LEBANON HAD DIED DOWN A LITTLE BIT. "WE WISH TO KNOW", 

DAOUDI SAID, "WHAT HAS BEEN DONE ON THE AMERICAN SIDE 
EITHER WITH THE ISRAELI LEADERS ON IN VARIOUS OTHER 
QUARTERS REGARDING ME CRISIS. WHAT HAVE BEEN RESULTS 

OF U.S. CONTACTS"? REPLIED THAT SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT 
OF THIS INFORMATION WAS IN MESSAGE CONCERNING PEACE 
PROCESS TO BE CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT. HE SUGGESTED 
WE LOOK TOGETHER AT PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE TOWARD END OF 
WEEK TO SEE WHAT TIMING MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE FOR MEETING 
WITH HIM ON OVERALL ME QUESTIONS. MURPHY UNQUOTE. SISCO 
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